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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

. I 

In re application of: Wilcox 

Serial No.: 09/292,887 Art Unit: 2162 

Filing Date: April 2, 1999 Examiner: Champagne, D. 

For: SYSTEM AND MEtHOD FOR ADMINISTRATION OF CREDIT 

CARD INCENTIVE PROGRAM WHEREIN CREDIT CARD 
. HOLDER EARNS REBATE IN FORM OF INSTALLMENT LOAN 

ADVANCE PAYMENT THROUGH USE OF CREDIT CARD 
Docket No. 286052-002 

I 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



RESPONSE 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action dated April 5, 2001, and is accompanied 
by a request for a one month extension of time and the required fee*. Accordingly, this paper 
is timely filed on or before August 6, 2001 . Claims 1-20 are pending. The number of claims 
remains within that permitted under the filing fees previously paid. No new matter is 
presented. 



Claim Rejections under 35 U,S.C, § 102 

In the Official Action, claims 1 and 5 were rejected as anticipated by Wells Fargo 

("Wells Fargo links its plastic with mortgages" Dialog File 16, Document No. 02812176 - 

April 16, 1993). The examiner states: 

Wells Fargo teaches a credit card incentive system wherein a 
credit card issuer (Wells Fargo) provides a reduced mortgage 
interest rate to the credit card holder as a reward for the holders 
use of the credit card, which reads on makes a payment on 
behalf of the credit card holder to a lending institution to be 
applied against the outstanding principal on a note for a loan 
made to the credit card holder, which note is held by the 
lending institution. 
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